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manner of the king of this place to those he will grace with his
speciall favour1; and withall sent his commendations to the
generall, willing him to stay one day aboord his ships, to rest
himselfe after his comming from the disquiet seas, and the next
day to come aland and have kind audience and franke leave,
with as great assurance as if he were in the kingdome of the
Queene his mistris. And if he doubted of anything of this his
royall word, such honourable pledges should be sent him for his
further assurance as he should rest very well satisfied therewith.
The third day, the generall went aland, very well accompanied,
with some thirtie men or more to attend upon him. And first at
his landing the Holland merchants met him, and carried him
home to their house, as it was appointed; for as yet the generall
would make choyce of no house of his owne, till he had spoken
with the king; but stayed at the Hollanders house, till a noble-
man came from the king, who saluted the generall very kindly,
and declared that he came from His Majestie and represented
his person. Then he demaunded the Queenes letter of the
generall; which he refused to deliver, saying he would deliver it
to the king himselfe; for it was the order of embassadours, in
those parts of the world from whence he came, to deliver their
letters to the princes owne hands, and not to any that did
represent the kings person. So he demaunded to see the super-
scription; which the generall shewed him, and he read the same,
and looked very earnestly upon the seale, tooke a note of the
superscription, and did likewise write Her Majesties name; and
then with courtesie tooke his leave and repaired to the court to
tell the king what had passed; who presently sent sixe great
elephants, with many trumpets, drums, and streamers, with
much people, to accompany the generall to the court, so that
the presse was exceeding great. The biggest of these elephants
was about thirteene or fourteene foote high; which had a small
castle (like a coach) upon his back, covered with crimson velvet.
In the middle thereof was a great bason of gold, and a peece of
silke exceeding richly wrought to cover it, under which Her
Majesties letter was put. The generall was mounted upon
1 On the contrary the king was merely following a practice very general in
the East of presenting a dress of honour to a favoured visitor.